XIV                            ADDITIONAL NOTES.
If Herodotus's ideas about the upper Danube were wild, his
information concerning its lower course and its tributaries in the
Balkan peninsula was fairly accurate. He owed this knowledge to
Greek travellers from the colonies near the Danube estuary, who
had explored the lower reaches of the river and several tributaries
on either bank. See V. P&rvan, Dada, ch. 3.
P. 85,1. 22.  Rivers of South Russia
The Dnieper was known to the Greeks as far as the rapids near
Kieff j but at no time did ancient Mediterranean travellers penetrate
far into the interior of Europe by way of the Russian rivers.
Herodotus imagined the rivers of south-western Russia as having
their source in four large lakes. Two of his contemporaries,
Damastes (fr. i Jacoby) and Hellanicus (fr. 187, Jacoby), postulated
a range of mountains, the <PwratavOp^) as a watershed between the
Black Sea and the northern Ocean. The belief in the Rhipaean
mountains persisted throughout ancient times and was not finally
abandoned until the eighteenth century. See Kiessling, in Pauly-
Wissowa-Kroll, s.v. 'Pimua "Opi?.
Pp. 87, 88. The Argippaei and others
Herodotus' information about the tribes of the Asiatic steppe
was ultimately derived from a seventh-century traveller named
Aristeas, who presumably ascended the valley of the Don and
struck across the Volga or the northern end of the Caspian Sea
towards the Oxus valley, where the Issedones are to be located.
The reputation which Aristeas acquired as a wonder-worker, and
the fanciful account which be gave of fabulous men and beasts
beyond the Issedones, are not sufficient reason for discrediting his
travels. It was no doubt due to him that the Greeks of the fifth
century correctly thought of the Caspian as an inland lake; but
it is strange that Herodotus makes no distinct mention of the
Volga.
The Issedones had also come to the notice of Hecataeus
(fr. 193).
P. 90,1.12. The Royal Road
, It is almost incredible that the 'Royal Road' or main Persian
line of communications through Asia Minor followed the circuitous
curve described by Herodotus. The route which he traces was in